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old theology to charge all of these to man's sinful will. Either they too must 
have their source in the Divine nature and by so much lessen its perfection, 
or else they must be regarded as possessing an independent existence and thus 
limiting the Divine Will. Choosing the latter alternative, our theism takes 
the form of belief in a Conditioned Purpose manifesting itself in universal 
evolution, a view which seems to be gaining increasing acceptance today. 

Henry W. Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 

A First Course in Philosophy. By John E. Russell. New York, Henry 

Holt and Co., 1913. — pp. viii, 302. 

How can we best introduce the student to the study of philosophy? Through 
ethics, logic, the history of philosophy, or through a general introductory 
course in philosophy. When the student is able to take only a little philos- 
ophy, perhaps but one course, the problem becomes insistent. Many teachers 
of philosophy find that the needs of the average student demand that they 
offer a course in "Introduction to Philosophy." To such teachers Professor 
Russell's book will be of substantial value. 

It is clearly written. The discussion is as free as possible from technical 
philosophical terminology. It is fairly written. No philosophical bugbears 
are held up before the student. For example, the discussion of materialism 
is as sympathetically written as any part of the book. Professor Russell does 
not give the impression of championing any particular philosophical system 
but of endeavoring to present in unbiased manner the leading theories of the 
nature of reality and of the nature of knowledge. 

The method of the book is not formal or rigidly systematic, but dialectical. 
The discussions do not lead to some predetermined solution. Indeed, for the 
most part, the arguments are not closed in definitive form. The book suggests 
problems, and to some extent, solutions, for both student and instructor, but 
does not try to take the place, either of the student's own reflection or of the 
independent and constructive work of the instructor. The book does not 
consist of a body of material for the student to commit and for the instructor 
to question upon. It is rather a tool for the teacher to use freely. 

One of the most valuable features of the book is that it does not try to cover 
the whole field of philosophical thought. Professor Russell's object has been 
to stimulate the student to form habits of philosophical thinking rather than 
to acquire a smattering of all the manifold 'isms' which the history of 
philosophical thought presents. If philosophy is a view of life and a way of 
life, and if the purpose of philosophical study is to train the student in the 
habit of correlating the various phases of his knowledge and in seriously 
reflecting upon his life's meaning, Professor Russell's method is fundamentally 
sound. 

The main body of the book falls into three parts: Part I, "The Problem of 
Reality"; Part II, "Epistemology"; and Part III, "The Problems of Con- 
duct." In this last part, some of the central problems of ethics and religion 
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are treated. The discussion is suggestive throughout, though most readers 
will feel disposed to question the presentation of some philosophical positions. 
For instance, the writer of this notice doubts if modern idealism can be most 
favorably presented through reference to Berkeleyan sensationalism and to 
those aspects of Royce's theory which Professor Russell makes use of. The 
especial merit of the book, is, however, that no matter how much or how little 
a teacher may have in common with the position of the author, he can use 
the text with profit as the basis of class discussion. 

An unfortunately large number of typographical errors is to be found in the 
book. 

J. R. Tuttle. 
Elmira College. 

The Principles of Science. By William Forbes Cooley. New York, Henry- 
Holt and Company, 1912. — pp. iv, 245. 

The present work is an "attempt to bridge the chasm, which — at least for 
undergraduates — too often lies between scientific and philosophical studies ' ' 
(Preface). It presupposes a passing acquaintance with the principles of 
science, and preferably the customary course in logic as well, though the latter 
is not indispensable. Building upon these, it aims, by an exposition and 
criticism of some of the fundamental processes of science, to lead the student 
by natural steps to questions of philosophy, which are regarded as lying just 
beyond the field of science. The book is divided into three parts which deal, 
respectively, with the Methods, Results, and Basal Principles of scientific 
thought. In the first part, the author discusses the nature of scientific 
knowledge, its relation to philosophy, the part played by analysis and synthe- 
sis in thought, the dangers which attend mental constructions, the methods by 
which these may be minimized, and the criteria of truth; in the second, the 
concepts matter, energy, mechanism, law, value, and evolution are treated; 
while the third part is devoted to a discussion of the postulates of thought, 
especially the postulates of rationality and external existence. Well selected 
exercises appear at the end of each chapter, and add materially to the worth 
of the book for class-room purposes. 

The above program is executed with clearness and vigor. Teachers who 
believe, with Dr. Cooley, that a criticism of scientific method and results is 
now a necessary, and possibly the best, approach to philosophy — and the 
number seems to be increasing rapidly — will find much here that will meet 
with their approval. At the same time, to many, the value of the book as an 
introduction to philosophy will be seriously impaired by the conception of 
that subject which appears in its pages, and which dominates the treatment of 
much of its material. Philosophy is regarded by its author as merely the 
uncertain portion of knowledge — "the penumbra, not the strongly lighted part 
of the domain of science " (p. 12). It is but the "scout of science, ranging the 
borderland of knowledge" {Ibid.). Philosophy then, according to this notion, 
has no real problems of its own, no dependable contributions to make to 



